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Daar Dr. Boloto: '

I was surprised to hear from g historion after so long.
1 have roed saveral accounts of the surrendor and prior slepo, tut
none to my knowlsdge have boan too sccurate, I might say you are
tho first to guestion ms although soveral senior officers rac:=ivad
Eﬂreﬁu;t from ma efter thz surpender and then in P,0,Y, camp ;
Sovaral prrsons were writing exnarienc t ;
lottor 8ll died 4in P,0.Y, czmy.g b Ser te Ty RHGW1EdEE'thE

Yoa, I commanded & battery of 2=-735mm model 1917 Bri :
mada gins.  In addition I had 2 f Trrh zg.ﬂﬂlihur 3ng ﬂguﬁ%ﬂ% in.
£EQ ecal. AA mounts, 2 = 50 cal, machine guns, 2 = 3% cal machline
puns, 30 = 25 # perial fraz bomba, 8 - Brovwnling avtomatle rifles
and 3,000 hand gronades. My command on 1 Jan. 1942 consisted of
mraﬂlfr a8 Phil. Army 3rd Lt. and 35 Philippine Scouts from Btry
“"AY™ & “"D" of ‘the 924 CA (P3). I & my men ware attachsd for comnand
to the lat Ba lth U,S5, Marins Reg't, Cormanded by ILt. Col. Bsacher
liy sector started at the old Rifle’ Butt concrete wall approx 250
yards fromn the end of the alratrip and continuad to the tail end o
ths dslend., Tho locatlon was commonly known as East Pt., HNorth
Point was approx 1/2 mile to my leflt, -

fis 1 obtained mora weepons, additional mon wora assizgnad, One
platoon of tha lth U,5, marinas jolnad mo end took over ths machin
pens.  Later, aftor Bataan feoll, I rsc'd about 10 0,3, Arvcy and
Phil soldiers flm though thay woere tired ond 11l with mularia. The
had racovarad by Hay 6th to parform.,’ Ey then I hod 82 man. Ths
Phil Scouts nenned the T5's and tralned conatantly to where they.

could parforn in the dork as well as in the daytime. Of course, I

need not toll of tha ability of the llarines %o handle the H3's &
snmall arns. They used to practlee blinafdlded cloarlng stoppages
& petting thelr guns in acticon. Within a week after datanun foll I
know wa wara To be the target for o landing as the Jap artillery °
attempted to zere In on our position & taas beach in front of us,
o wore sholled 5 ticea por day so close we could almoszt set our
vatenad. Tha Japs used 150 mm & 240=m thouzh thoy never densgad

Lonr positlona or causad casuclitlea. They did hits 1 = 37ma poaitio

twico but it was wzall reveted and so no damegas. The first tinme we
wara shalled my man were terrifiod as was I, It tock me most of &
nipht te find ovarycne, thay hz=d éug in so doep, I thon nadz it
& practics to hold gun drllls & comminication ¢&»11ls during all sh
ing. 1t saomed to boost the morale and thon they became sure that
thoir poaslilioa was invulnerabla., Uasn the attoek Tinally came, we
wore yoankimpzinneomngoonafhsanma walting in our pun pléa, sveny
man on duty, The barrage immsdlately preceading the initlel laongl
was by far tha worat. ly own cormunicationa (field phonas) remal

- dntact but =y contact with Karina Hag. was sovorsd; henca 1 was not

able to ronert, nor did I rocoeive eny ordara acbsequontly,



I hnv;"nlunyu thouzht the lst wave hit us about 9:30 i.lM.
just as ths berraze con the beach liftad & movad forther bohind us
md to tha left on tn: alratrip. Wa were all so busy I doubt Aif
anyono looked at thelr watch, mine had qult operatlng several weoks
baforo. 1 had e 35" soarchlight which was oporeted by the scouba.
1 ordapod it turnsd on wian I heard the motors approaching the .
ponch. It was kyocked out by enemy small arms within 2=3 min.tes
but nat bafore we got a good look at the craft about 100 yds from
tne shora. We opensd up with all guns « ow tracers from tne il.G.'s
14t up % Laach. o hit many landing craft before they hit the '
baach, Dat the 1l4's mads short work of thesoe that landed. All guna
wara sighted (sic) in to form interlockin; bandas of fire., That 1s all
except 1 = 50 cal iiG. It had bsenh moved 200 yda to my left the day
before and I was unablo to protect it with flaaking fire. It was -
. gaptursd shortly after. the lst attaclz. Ve heard the Japsa crying for
mercy, tolliing us to coase [ire, thoy were Filipinoa, Aftor we had
fired approx 1 hr. & we woerse cleaning out ths plts of empiy shells,
w2 heard mora nmortors, the aecond attaclk. 3By then the astars were
bright end posaibly tue noon, comlng un, I don't remambser, but we
onened up wien tha craft wora approx 899 vds out & did a batter job
on them, -1 doubt if any reached tha'shors. I'm sure wa sunk at
least a dozsn offshore. This was ao'larger fores, I balleve, since
we flred moré rounds. :

Batween the two attaclks and after the 2nd wa threw many hand -
prenadss down on tha beach., Also the smarlael fraz buabs were releaaec
down wooden chutes to explode on the bsach. S -

Just at dewn we woerea in tho procsss of gottling a 3rd attack butb

guns Tron Ft, Hughes to our roar opensd up & the landing craflt
turnad off to ouy lefi and landed at Forth Pt, unopposad., Thay wers
never within our rango to firs,., Or the (sic) possibly saw thair
hiundpreds of doad soldisrs fleoatlag in tha watsr and the halfaunien
landing creft on the oeach, I counted 22 ons=half sunk lapdipg craft
and b fully loaded with dead Japs. ALl eraft had 10 to 20 dead
insides but the L} wers loaded with ebout 60 in each all dead. All
Japa wors oranze colored 1lfe jacikets so they floated 1n the water
until tha tide took thems out. The sharks were having a foast. Later
in ths norning I = saw onz othar group of laanding cralft going up

tha Horih Channsl to land waore I heard later at Officer (slec) Besach,

Wa of cowrsa ware In zood apifitﬂ. I had 1 dead Phll Scoubt & .-
1 wounded, both fron scmall armas,

Oui blpgest secare camd after ths 2nd attael whon our own 129
mortara Crom Yopside opensd up on us to cut the lsland in two,
I understand Col. Bunkor, who commandsd B9th Rgt. wos informed that
I wes poaasibly stlll holding out & stopped the rfirinz.

lio apent ths day cleaninzg out ths few remalninz survivers vho

" wara snliping at us. By nooh wa had cleaned out all, I bellsva, We
had fermasd & skiralsh line & atartod north & in 2 hrs. roported all
woll., Avout lj or § p.w. I sew a small bost leavs South Doelr and "sail
to FE. ilupghas dock., It wos flylng a wnite sheat from tho z=m astern.
Fron that I gathored that the 1slend was in the process of surrsnder-
ing., I toolt a voble ob staylng or attorpting to negotiste with the




howra. Ths vote was 38 te 36 fer surrondsr, soferal dld not voto.

Placed ny 3rd Lt. who was racoencly pronoted to 2nd Lt. in tho roar,

Japno. e ‘hadn't héard a shoft fired in our viclnlty for several
So just bofors dork I marehod the men out 4in a column of 2ts, I

to close up the column, wadreeclhisdomasnsh=d

=i

; I don't thinic the Jacs sey us until we roagched tho main rood
a6t tho ond of tha alrstrip & we had marchwd down 1t about 100 yda. i
They imsadiatoly swrroundsd us & disarned us. Thoy trled to ¥ i
queatlon us bul fave up, I'm sure they nover knew where we cems
from or I wouldn't be writing this, Trnoy took us about 1 mile
along towards the Officers Seach & had us slt in the niddle of the

road 211 night. In the morning they lined us up to be shot, but a

L]

very hlgsh ranling Jap officor with his staff csme up from the beach
uith his ataff & guard /This is the way it is wwitten hara/ of about |
25 soldlors, He stoppad tho proceedings & spoke to mo in Engzlish.
Told mo to follow him & keop oy mon in a closo column. He took un
to the Dobttomsido o dosk erea & lupt his guerds on us sll morning,
brought us water & food. Afterncon snpuvher gpuard detail lod us to
the ola Balloon hongar area, tho $2nd nator pool arsa. Ve were used
to erect a barraceds (sic) of hommictn barrels outiapd ffon the
hangar, Thet night after we had gonte to sloep the Japs brougnt ths
rest of the offlicers & man of Corregidor to the aréts. Tha barrels
ve found were to saparate tho Filipinos from UeS. porsonnsl, I wasz’
thon seporated from my man & szw fay aftor that. We stoyed thors
for approx 3 wecks when we wore loaded aboagrd tranaports & taken to
Fanila. ¥e were taken panrt way to shere In small boata, then forced
to » suim zshore, We then paradod coun Dawey Blvd. to Bllibid
Prison., I apant ths next 2 Jrs = 2 nes. at eamp 3 & Camp I Cabanatus
and in (ale) Aug 304 landed in ifojl, Xuyshu, Juspan. Was in Gaoh
Camp 23 untll end of usr, o
fou ask me to say sonothing about the P Scouta, I nave nothin
but praise & adiiratlion for thom, Thay were, I'm sure, the bost
Eisciplined men I've knoun. They never questlonad an ordar and they
fired those 75's at a rate of 20 »ds pop gun in auch precision
that any gun crow would have envied. I rersnbsr visiting lio, 1 zun
durlnz ths 1ot aitack & Corproal Navarre the gunner was poering
throvgh hias gun alght & sald, "sip, I eanvob aao them through ny
eight the lisht is out.™ I pleled hin up off’ hius seat & pointed

down the barrel % snild, "Use it ufpziah 1ike a siotzun, youlre shooting

cucics on the pond now.™ At that tims wa weva firing pb. blank
renge 50 yds nt tho craft on the boach,

I'11 try to draw a pleture of our poaitien on next page. qu:r!
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Eatimato 2,000 cach wave, I later read Monila
papar which sald they losot 5,000 man on tho
beach in this vielnity, /[, -

(]

My 75's were mounted on whools & the tall Pices was fixad to
a eirculay rallroad rail, Zach could fire in an ape of approx, 225 de;
#11 KG and 37 mm were dug in about 25' above the shops line with loga
£ 1 fi. of earch on a roof overhead. This ssved thom from hand :
frehadass from tho beach below, o _ /
1 hsve elways belisved that we bore the main attacl and that
less than 500 orgsnized Japs rewmainsd on tas iszland at daybreak., -
OF couras, I was out of communlcation ocd could only hsar ocuwr gun-
fira. But, I have guesatiored many frlonds who wars on the bsach
&n (aic) airstrip to my left. Thay sew littls action but heard -
us., One L&, Anderaon 60th AA wiho had a platoon of 50 cal. on air-
strip ssid only a few Jans crozsed the alrstrly during the night,
Loxt day he & his troops were withdrawn to the Kindley Ridge. -

ﬁ
There was a report of this metivity in Joim Tolang!s boole ,
"Sut Kot in Shems." He did not contact me but he was eszentially i
Corrdct. pExcept fiom ho said we withdrew. At tho time of my surrande: !
tire dslend had been under a truce for at lesst & hra. Hy guns were ?
£ll in eperatin< conditlon, morale was hirh, and we could :
if we hawa had besn provided water & food hold outb anotiter day er =
€. Our chew trucl did not show up the night before & wo vare out of
water since dawn. We used our cantecna of water Lo roplenis!
the maching guna,. S . ;

An inventory of ammo cxpandad,

T8 Ho, 1 = 580 rda vscd
o, 2 = 155 v»ds used
37 mm o, 1 - 750 ydas
Lo, 2 = 900 rda
50 Cal lo. 2 = 1,000 rds
30 Cul o, 1 = 9500 rda

o, 2 - 0,000 rds
25 1b, bhomva 30 rds

T M w 1--.:-11..-\!: Frws e el o e am w1




Each man cﬂrr’iad 100 rdas of 130 cal ammo and wan replonished
ayversl timss. 1 had about 10,000 r»da of 306 ¢2l remulnins 'or the
H G's & 1,000 rrds of riflo amse. The 0 BaR's fired approx. 500
rds ench., OSaveral marines had 5 cal submachine puna & cxponded all
the ir amEng.

I only wlsh I could hold a reunion & roll csll: of oy man.
I hever't seen & single one sinee left for Japan (sie) in July
194 ard only a fou bafore that. My ilarine ECO was Sgt. Zajak &
navor aavw hlm agailn. HNo and hls men waro superb. UMy FI Scouta
wWerde s9 co.rageous, &+ often think of thum. .

I pavo & good report to Lt. Gol. 3aecher, hth U.8. Marinas
in POV camp & recomendsd decorations for ry mon but naver lnow
if thsy rse'd then, I'am sure tharo wers ma nons nors dasar?ing
for the highest awerd, :

T have tried to bs &s amccuw ate as poas ibln, but I'm sure
you will s2o somo queations. Please fgol fros to write for any
furthar details. i SR

+ I rotired from V.S. hrnw Jul#'l, 1961 aftor 20 yrs activa,ﬂ at
Mz last assipnmsnt station was i, Chaffes, Ark. I aam now on-
pln red 453 o prmdact en;;inour for low Hoxlco State Iliphwray Deptl.

' atatiaraﬂ at Tacos, K.M. FHy fenlly, wifo and 2 childred, live in
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Albuguargus. I was unmarried until 1947 & have e son age 15, saph.

in Hed. & davg iiiber 12, Tt arada . ) L !
I believe I om very fortunata, I sm 1;1 fairly E:lﬂd ﬁs:alt::ﬁ apd |

happy. & would really enjoy hearinz from 5111.1' of my ren. I you

have heard frcam tham ploass gilve H..]- tihalr pddresnas, _ Lk

» = | &insaraly yours,

Ray G. Lawrsnca
Lt. CGol, (Raet)



